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Thc lnltitutc of Indian Gographen
hag decided to eome out with a *riec of
terts reviewing the progresc and current
rtate of Geography. Thc first volume in
the series, Reoent Indian Contributionr,
has already been published in 1990. It ir
a collection of eleven original essays pre-
aented by eminent schotars as hey-note
lectuers at the I lth arrqrual conference ol
the IIG at Bangalore in February, 1990.
The book is cxpected to provide a refer-
cnce point for future del'elopmerrts in
Indian Geography.

According to Jaymala Diddec, thc
editor ol the voturne, ihe book is com.
mitted "to provide a broader intoprea-
tion of rvhat is happening to Geography in
lndia" the grey areas of Indian Geogra.
phy, and how Indian Geographers anB
facing up to dre major challenges poecd
by the theoretlcal and methodotogical de-
batcs to effect rad:cal changes in the cub
jcct." Such academic atock-tak'ng from
time to time is a welcome step.

Edited by a geoprapher with multi-
faced interests, the book is rriore than a
dmple recerrt h'story of the disciplinc in
India. The editor's interpretative excr-
iee is demonetrated in her analyais of tfic
Look. h b a scholarly armming up ol
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thc various themec diccu$cd h thcrc
papers; a thorough and carefully in-
tegrated efiort revealing the interco,nnecL
ednegs of the themes of various articlca.
Cover to cover readi'ng of the book could
be made difficult by the fact that difierent
adLhors writing on diverse subjects to dif-
ferent audiences. The editor has, however,
t.ompensated for tfie different styleir and
depths of treatment through explicit
o&todal linL.

The volume ic dedicated to ftofercor
N. B. K. Reddv in appreciation of hic
oomrrpndable conEibution for the prob
motion of Geography in India; a fitting
tributc to a person who has devoted
much of hic academic energc/ in moderniz-
ing Ind'an Gcography. Recent Indian
C.ontributions ie not a hefty volume,
laLirrg up only about 165 pages plus :ii
page mattcr containing thc introduction
by th. auth.rr.

K. R Dl<shit in thc firgt articte dresscr
the need for atrengthening phys;cal ge_
ography in Indian univensitiec as it har
declined ateadily 

- 
6 f6sg that is ctearly

eah'b:ted by any rrrvcy of recent rG
rearclL He idcntificr rcoearch patteraed
after basin and natworlc analysir, mor_
phomcfy, intcrprctation of aerial photo
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graphs and the application of numer'cal
methods 

- 
reflecting a preoccupation

with data.compilation and data Proces-
sing. He suggests a qualitative improve-
ment in Lthe teaching facultn equipment
a.nd the syllabi. The second article of the
collect'on is by A. R. Subramaniam. It
draws attent:on to tihc irnportant role of
agro-climatic studies in the development
of Indian ag:iculture. Subramantam men-
tions several techniques to classify and
arsess regional cl:matic information. He
points out the posslble frontierc of re-
scarch in this line.

Tho vision and promise of a aingular
intcgrated theory of landusc has appealed
the Indian Geographers for a long tirne
now. Jagd'sh Singh diacuscea the various
aspocts and principles of thc concept of
optimum landuse. He viewa opt:mum
tanduse within the agro-ecological framc-
work with special oonsidcration to land
capab:lity and accesr:bility parameters. He
tests his model in the contcxt of Uttar
Pradesh. r

As if on cue to Subramanlam, Bireswar
Banerjees' article, after considering thc
relevance of the various models of agri-
cuttural development to the Indian con*
text, focusses o4 the fa:lure of Green Re-
volution and stresses the need for im-
pr,oving p,roduct:on efficiency withour
causing major damages to the endron*
metrt alongwith a diversification of the
agricultural base.

Accord:ng to Satyesh Chakraborty rc-
aource appraisal, done in terms of regional

units, is the most usetul application that
geogtaphers 

- 
pract:cing both social and

physical groups of the subject - could en-

gage themselves in. He recommends two
exercise.e : the ftrst around the conceptual

frame of tand capability assessment and

thc eecond is to assess thc impact of
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technology on' the nahrral environmenl
Dinanath Singh points out the vast gap
beteen urban and rural India, and out-
l:nes the literature on the developmental
problerns of the latter. P. D. Mahadev, in-
his study of the Tuneabhadra Comrnand
Area, shows how regional Planning
measures fail when they do not take into
cons:deration the people. S. C. Gupte
points out the hangover of colonial'sm in
the study of village societies and high-
lights the areas pf future research fo,r a

bette'r urderctanding of the Indian rural
mil'eu. Pol:tical geography, according to
R. D. Dikshit, has suffered neglect in
Indian geographical research- With tho

worldwide revival of this branch of our

d'sc'pl:ne in 1970s, it has made several

important steps fogrvard in India too. The
potential for research in political geogta-

phy lies in scveral frontiers w:th issuer

rang:ng from the local to international
levels.

"What Ails Indian Geographv?' by A.
B. Mukherjee begins with a h:storcal
prof'le of the subject as an university dia-

scip'line but goes on to point out that thc

imported concepts irrelevant to Indian
situations led to a degeneration of tre-

search. This dependcnce on borrowed
6,6nceota and theor:es resulted also in a
*edlity of intellcct and a conacquent

fa'lure to innovate methodology rooted
in Indian milieu. C. D. Deshpandc vir
ual'zes Indian geography in tilre 2tst cen'
tury in the perspect:ve of major trendr
and tasks engag:ng the attent:on of tho
geogtaphers of this country. He highlights
the quality of the syllabi and text bookc
of college and university levels, and re-
views the role of professtonal associat:onr
and their contribution to Indian geogra-
phv.

The volume accomplishes its goals and
purposes completely and thoroughly, and
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ic a useful addition to tihe Indian litera-
ture on geography. The book is a major
contribrrtion and the editor is to be com-

mended for her well-coordinated efforts.

It has rninor shorteoming's such as the

occasional printer's devil popping out of
apparerrtly innocuous lines, ror the ex-
tremely linaited discussion of nc:al/
cultural geography. However, the paper
and other aspects of production are of a

The book containe the proccedings of
t'he international conference "Climatic
.change in the Historical and Instrurnental
periods" held in Brno durine 12-16 June
1989. The papers that are published do
not take cogn:zance of the sweePing
changes that have taken place in Europe,
subsequent to 1989, especially the un-
ification of Germany. The official name
of Czechoslovak'a has been changed to
Czech and Slovak Federative Republi,:
(csFR).

The volume oontains Part I, II, III, IV,
V and VI. Part I deals with Climatic
change 

- 
Global view. Consist:ng of ten

contributed papers. Part II consists of
four papers on Impacts of Climatic
'Change. Part III is on Indirect and His-
tor:cal Data sets wlth nine research
papers. Eight papers are presented under
part IV. Instrumental Data sets and
Methods of Analysis. Part V is the most
contributed section of the booh; it re-
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high quality. The piice too is not beyond
the reach. It is unlikely, howeven that
th:s otherwise cornprehensive volumc
will find much use as a text. The book
will be helpful to a wide range of acade-
micians and policy-makers concerned
with solutions to pressing developmental
problems related to space. But perhaps

the greatest value of this book is that it
:aises many questions suitable for follow-
up research.

lates to Regional Climatic changcs 
-Europe with 37 papers. The final Part VI

Regional Climatic changes 
- 

Regions
other than Eutope with four paperc"

According to the Editor the publishcd
co'ntributions ryere not refered or cor-
rected for t'heir language. However, most
of the participants a.re well known rc-
searchers and hence the contributions are
of significant importance"

The papers are all contributed by the
members of the Study Group on Recent
Climatic Change of the International
Geographical Union under the Chairman-
ship of Prof. M. Yoshino, University of
Tsukuba, Japan. The members are drawn
from ail over the world. Thus the pro-
ceedings of the ,conference includes pro-
blems of climatic change in a broad per-
spective 

- 
fless global problems to

typical case studies w:th the time scale
covering on the one hand instrumental


